
E N G L I S H  L A N G U A G E  

The fact that our language is constantly changing and evolving makes it an interesting focus 
for study. This course encourages students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of 
English, through learning about the way that the English language functions; the way they 
use language themselves and the ways in which language is used upon them. This course 
allows students to develop their ability to express themselves both in speech and writing 
with increased competence and sophistication; to encounter a varied range of reading and 
to develop their skills of critical and attentive listening. 

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSES  
The course comprises of 2 units studied 
at AS Level and a further 2 units studied 
to A2 Level.  There are two pieces of 
coursework that will be completed in Year 
13.  There is no coursework element in 
Year 12. 

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS 
COURSE SUITABLE FOR?  
English Language A Level is perfect for 
those students who have an interest in our language and enjoy communicating in an oral 
and written form.  This subject particularly complements other courses such as history, 
drama, psychology and media studies as they all focus on how and why language is used in 
different contexts. However, it is actually an incredibly versatile course as, through its 
emphasis on analysing how and why specialist texts have been written, along with 
considering their purpose and audience, it combines well with most other courses. 

WHAT COULD THIS COURSE LEAD TO?  
Students who have studied English Language A Level have gone on to take university 
degrees, not just in English but in a whole host of other subject areas.  Moreover, this 
course also provides a wide range of career opportunities including media, teaching and 
law.  In fact, as most occupations demand a high standard of communication skills, this 
course would be a useful prerequisite for many careers. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Students should have a minimum of a Grade B in English. 



AS Topics Style of Assessment

Paper 1 Language and the Individual Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 2 Language Varieties Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

A2 Topics Style of Assessment

Paper 1
Language, the Individual and 

Society Examination: 2 hours 30 minutes

Paper 2 Language Diversity and Change Examination: 2 hours 30 mins

Course
Work Language In Action

Language Investigation 2000 words 
Original Writing 1500 words

COURSE DETAILS 

Awarding body: AQA 
Course Number: AS 5706, A2 6706 

Contact: Mr K Aistrup 
Telephone: 0115 9775380 

Email: kAistrup@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk
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