
O C R  I N T R O D U C T O R Y  D I P L O M A  I N  
A R T  A N D  D E S I G N  

This is a practical Art and design course giving students the opportunity to develop an appreciation 
of the visual world and to respond to it in a personal and creative way.  Through looking at the work 
of artists and designers, the course develops student’s skills in 2D and 3D making, photography, 
printmaking as well as providing an opportunity to exhibit, publicise and present artwork. Students 
explore how artists and designers make a living from their outcomes.  

As far as possible the course will be tailored to the interests of the students although certain 
assessment criteria will be common to all projects.  

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSES  
• Undertake detailed studies based on real life situations  
• Explore the work of famous artists and designers 
• Explore the media in order to develop your own unique ideas 
• Compile together a final piece in a chosen medium for exhibition. 
• Develop your digital photography skills. 

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?  
This course would appeal to anyone who is creatively minded and is willing to work with a certain 
degree of independence. You should be enthusiastic, show initiative and work with determination 
and to deadlines.  There will be timetabled studio and workshop periods and in addition you will 
also be encouraged to work in the studio during your study periods.  On occasions, you will be 
expected to attend off site workshops. 

WHAT COULD THIS LEAD ON TO?  
To any Art College/Foundation course, including: 
• Fine Art 
• Graphic Design. Fashion Design, Theatre Design, Photography 
• 3D 
• Furniture production 
• Advertising and packaging 

The course has been accredited by the following universities: Anglica Ruskin University, Cardiff 
Metropolitan University, University of Nottingham and the University of Warwick. 

Leading employers also recognise this course: Canon, Logistik, McCann and Culture Coventry 



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Although there are no formal minimum requirements students should be committed and have a 
genuine interest in Art and Design.  

Where this course has not been studied at GCSE, a short interview will be required with the Head 
of Department/Director of Sixth Form 

Course Details

The course is comprised of 6 units in total. 

Art and Design in context is a mandatory unit. The aim of this unit if for students to understand 
the key trends, movements and events in a chosen art discipline, identifying areas of personal 
interest to develop a piece of creative work. 

The remaining 5 units are tailored to the groups needs and can include Fine art drawing, 
printmaking, using 2D and 3D materials processes and techniques, realizing an outcome for a 
specialist brief, exhibiting and presenting artwork, exploring digital photography, and creating 
digital fine art,. Through these units students will understand the characteristics of a wide range 
of media, materials and techniques. They will be able to use investigations into others work to 
influence the generation and development of ideas for their own work. 
Students will be working to project briefs, often with a client in mind and will need to generate a 
range of ideas within these scenarios. Through this course students will understand how work is 
displayed, promoted and sold.  

Course assessment 
There is no external examination for this course.

COURSE DETAILS 

Awarding Body: OCR 
Course Number: 05369 
Contact: Ms C Barnes 

Telephone: 0115 9775380 
Email: cbarnes@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk

Materials and Equipment

The department supplies basic materials and equipment.  However the demands of a level 3 art 
and design course are such that you will want to use top quality materials.  To make this easier, 
the department buys equipment to sell to you at cost price.  You will need a basic kit of paints, A3 
sketch book, brushes, pencils, craft knife, masking tape and rubber.  We recommend acrylic 
paints, which have a similar consistency to oil but dry more quickly.  You will need a selection of 
brushes and a selection of pencils from RB to 6B.
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