
P H O T O G R A P H Y  

The Photography course takes a creative approach to the subject, enabling you to learn the 
technical skills needed to express your ideas in black and white and digitally manipulated 
photography. 

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSES  
The course involves visits to galleries, exhibitions, architecture or some other stimulus 
related directly to an assignment. Photography can be fairly expensive and it is important to 
consider this when making your subject choices. It is helpful to have a 35mm SLR camera of 
your own, or unlimited access to one. It is advised that students embarking on this course 
have their own digital camera and can expect to be taking photographs weekly. It is also 
very useful to have a tripod. 

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?  
You should have a strong interest in photography and visual communication. You should 
have good graphical and drawing skills, be good at both oral and written communication, at 
using information technology and at problem solving and planning your own learning. You 
should be able to use this medium to comment upon concepts and ideas of the world 
around you. Do you want to change the way people think? 

WHAT COULD THIS COURSE LEAD TO?  
Art College, University, Art Foundation courses and other professional Photography 
courses, including Graphics, Advertising, Fine Art, Film, Television and Animation. 

GENERAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
Students will have achieved the equivalent of 5 A* - C grades at GCSE (comprising English 
and Maths at grade 4 or above and 3 other subjects at A* - C) 
  
ADDITIONAL COURSE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS  
Grade C in GCSE Art or Graphics (if studied) 



Course Content

The first part of the course focuses on teaching students the technical and contextual 
aspects of photography to build knowledge and understanding. Students will explore the 
genres of photography and build a portfolio of work including traditional and digital 
techniques and processes. 

At AS students are assessed on 100% exam that takes place from January until the 
beginning of May, students will produce a sketchbook of work and portfolio in response 
to an externally set theme. This will culminate in a 10 hour timed piece that is exhibited in 
the summer exhibition.  

At A2 students will then have the option to continue with their study into Yr 13 where they 
will complete A2 level in Art and Design comprising of Personal Investigation (60%) and 
Externally Set Exam (40%) 

Students are assessed on 4 learning outcomes: 

• Decoding the work of photographers to inform the development of ideas. 
• Experiment with a range of techniques and processes. 
• Recording ideas and intentions effectively. 
• Presenting a personal and meaningful response.

COURSE DETAILS 

Awarding body: OCR 
Course Number: H203 
Contact: Mr B Underhill 

Telephone: 0115 9775380 
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