
E N G L I S H  L I T E R A T U R E  

This course encourages students to develop interest in and enjoyment of English Literature, 
through reading widely, critically and independently.  Students who opt for this course will 

experience a wide range of poetry, drama and prose, dating back to the canonical classics 
such as Chaucer and reaching into contemporary, and sometimes unconventional, modern 
texts.  They will be given the opportunity to express their responses to texts through speech 
and writing, as well as to consider other readers’ interpretations.  
Students will also be encouraged to explore comparisons and 

links between texts and to appreciate the significance of 
historical and social influences upon readers and writers.  
Consequently, a passion for reading is an essential requisite for 
this course. 

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSES  
The course comprises of 2 units studied at AS Level and then 2 
units are studied at A Level.  One unit from the A Level is a 
coursework piece – all other units are assessed through 
examination. 

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?  
This course is ideal for anyone who enjoys reading; who is prepared to work at a 
challenging pace and who has an ability to read beyond the literal text.  Students who 
choose this course need to be effective communicators; orally, so that they can share their 

ideas in class discussions and in writing, so that they can eloquently demonstrate their 
understanding. 

WHAT COULD THIS COURSE LEAD TO?  
Many students who study English Literature at A Level continue their interest in this subject 

by choosing to study it at degree level, whether as part of a Single Honours English degree 
or as a modular part of a different degree course.  English Literature lends itself to a whole 
host of careers, including: journalism, media work, theatre work, social work, teaching, 
advertising and law. 



AS Topics Style of Assessment

Paper 1 Literary genres drama Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 2 Literary genres: prose and poetry Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

A2 Topics Style of Assessment

Paper 1 Literary genres Examination: 2 hours 30 minutes

Paper 2 Texts and genres Examination: 3 hours

Paper 3 Theory and independence  
Coursework:  2 assignments: 
2 essays of 1250-1500 words

COURSE DETAILS 

Awarding body: AQA 
Course Number: AS 7716/1A, A Level 7717/1A 

Contact: Mr K Aistrup & Ms K Carrick 
Telephone: 0115 9775380 

Email: KAI@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk & KCA@emmanuel.nottigham.sch.uk
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