
F R E N C H  

The French AS and A Level course is perfect for students who have an active interest in other 

languages and cultures, good communication skills and the ability to learn independently. It 
constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society and fosters a range of 
transferable skills, including communication, critical thinking and creativity. 

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSES  
Throughout the course students will become proficient in French, work effectively in groups and 
develop independent learning skills. Students will develop their understanding of themes relating to 
the society and culture of the countries where French is spoken, and their language skills; they will 

do this by using authentic spoken and written sources in French. The approach is a focus on how 
French-speaking society has been shaped, socially and culturally, and how it continues to change. 
Students study aspects of the social context together with aspects of the artistic life of French-
speaking countries. 

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?  
This course is suitable for highly motivated students who are good independent learners and have 
a passion for French and an understanding of the culture. It should also appeal to those passionate 
about business, tourism, literature and media. The AS and A Level courses build on the knowledge, 

understanding and skills gained at GCSE. 

WHAT COULD THIS COURSE LEAD TO?  
A language course of this depth and intensity opens many possible avenues.  A language A Level is 

a facilitating subject, desired by many of the country’s best universities. Students may wish to study 
the language in further depth at university or combine it with other subjects such as Law and 
Business.  Those looking to work in the travel/tourism industry will find that speaking a language is 
an essential part of their job.  Students who wish to work in the sphere of law or take a high 

powered job working abroad, for example, will find that speaking a European language is an 
essential criterion for employment.  A language AS/A Level offers so much more than linguistic 
proficiency and can provide access to jobs such as translating/interpreting, teaching, accounting, 
marketing, science and research, media, journalism and many more. 



AS Style of Assessment

Paper 1 

Listening, Reading and writing  (1hr and 45 minutes) (45% of AS) 

- Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 

- Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 

-  Grammar

Paper 2
Writing (1hr and 30 minutes) (25% of AS) 

- One text or one film 
- Grammar

Paper 3

Spoken discussion on two themes based on a stimulus card (aspects of French 
speaking society and from Artistic culture in the French speaking world) (12-14 minutes 
+ 15 minutes preparation time) (30% of AS) 

A2 Style of Assessment

Paper 1

Listening, reading and writing (2 hours and 30 minutes) (50% of A 
level) 

- Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 

- Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues 
- Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 
- Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 
- Grammar

Paper 2
Writing (2 hours) (20% of A level) 
     -    Study of one text and one film or two texts 

Paper 3
Speaking exam based on presentation and discussion of individual research project as 
well as discussion related to four sub themes (21-23 minutes) (30% of A level)

COURSE DETAILS 
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Course Number: French 7651      
Contact: Ms Victoria Walker 
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