
P S Y C H O L O G Y  

Psychology involves the study of mental processes and behaviour in the context of real life 
experiences. This course is for those who have an enquiring mind, like to discuss and wish 

to gain an understanding of how humans (and non-humans) develop, socialise and interact 
with each other.  Psychology is not just an academic subject; it’s a life-skill. 

KEY FEATURES OF THE COURSES  
The course is divided into topics, each covering key areas in Psychology. These topics 

include: Forensic Psychology; Memory; Social Influence; Schizophrenia; Bio-Psychology; 
Relationships; Psychopathology; and many others. Knowledge and understanding of 
research methods, practical research skills and mathematical skills are also studied. These 
skills are developed through study of the specification content and through practical 
research activities, involving designing and conducting research and analysing and 

interpreting data. 

WHAT KIND OF STUDENT IS THIS COURSE SUITABLE FOR?  
Psychology is a multi-disciplined subject. You will require an interest in science as large 
parts of the course are concerned with biological explanations of behaviour. Mathematics 

will be required to support an understanding of research and the statistical methods used to 
interpret it. Psychology is also an essay based subject, so critical skills similar to those used 
in English, History and Religious Studies will be required. 

WHAT COULD THIS COURSE LEAD TO?  

With Psychology now recognised by universities as a hard science (alongside Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics) it is an excellent qualification that can lead directly in to work or to a 
range of different courses in further and higher education. A Psychology degree is one of 
the most popular degrees in the UK. Psychology degrees attract those from both scientific 
and arts backgrounds. The mixture of applied sciences, philosophy and social science 

means that students can take their studies in a number of directions.  

Many Psychology graduates go on to become chartered Psychologists; specialising in 
clinical, educational, occupational, forensic, health or sports Psychology. With a Psychology 
qualification your career options are vast, and those who don't become trained 

Psychologists often go into related Psychology careers within healthcare, mental health 
support, education or in other people-focused roles. The scientific and research elements of 
the course make human resources, advertising, marketing, retail management, academia 
and careers such as accountancy realistic goals. 



As with all new specifications the AS qualification is ‘stand-alone’ and does not contribute 
towards the final A2 grade.

AS Psychology:  
If you choose to take the standalone AS qualification over 1 year we will study only 6 
topics. You will sit 2 summer exams: 

Paper 1: 1hour 30 min exam, topics 1-3 72 marks in total worth 50% of the AS Grade

Paper 2: 1hour 30 min exam, topics 4-6  72 marks in total worth 50% of the AS Grade

A2 Psychology: 
If you choose to take A level Psychology over 2 years we will cover topics 1-6 in the first 
year and topics 7,8 and 3 more (1 each from option blocks 1-3). You will sit 3 summer 
exams at the end of your second year: 

Paper 1: 2 hour exam, topics 1-4
96 marks in total worth 33% of the A level 

Grade 

Paper 2: 2 hour exam, topics 5-7
96 marks in total worth 33% of the A level 

Grade

Paper 3: 2 hour exam, topic 8
96 marks in total worth 33% of the A level 
Grade plus one topic from each of the 3 

option blocks. 

COURSE DETAILS 
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