
C Merridale, Lenin on a Train 
Orlando Figes, A People's Tragedy: The Russian Revolution
Orlando Figes: Revolutionary Russia, 1891-1991 (2004) 
Derrick Murphy and Terry Morris, Russia 1855–1964 (2008). 
P Kenez, A History of the Soviet Union from the beginning to the end (2006) 
H Vaizey, Born in GDR (2017) 
R Ruckel, GDR Guide: A Journey to a by-gone state (2012) 
M Dennis, The Rise and Fall of the German Democrat Republic 1945-1990

In order to be really successful at remembering and learning about history you
need to have an enquiring mind and hunt for your own evidence. Ultimately
the facts stay the same but you need to be able to formulate your own
interpretation of a key individual, event or time period.

Read ‘History Review’ magazines and national newspapers to find appropriate
articles that link to past events. Focus not just on the factual detail but how
the historian writes his interpretation of an event. 
 

Read chapters from the following books - most are available at local libraries
or indeed second hand on Amazon or ABE books: 

history

KEY INFO:

ACTIVITIES:

Faculty: EBacc
Course Title: A-Level History
Exam Board: Edexcel
Course Textbook: Communist
states in the 20th century’ by S
Phillips, B Gregory, N Bushnell, R
Owen & R Rees

USEFUL ONLINE LINKS:

Seneca preparat ion quiz:
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/c9253712-7b4f-428e-

bbcc-8daa6e12e979

S T E P  U P  T O  S I X T H  F O R M



The Manchurian Candidate (1962) 
Doctor Zhivago (1965) 
Stalingrad (1990) 
Goodbye Lenin 
Deustchland 83 

The failure of Gorbachev’s reforms and the collapse of the USSR
The Olympic games from 1980, 1984, 1988 – analyse the performance of athletes from
the USSR and the GDR - www.the-berlin-wall.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_tXxR-ET2Y
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07s9637

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7fwQv5h7Lq8&list=PLgsL6ZYDOAHSbtPDy58lqGolsmdUsJZ2O

Watch a film or TV series about life in a communist state, for example: 

Watch past news footage from Youtube/BBC archives on:

Berlin wall documentaries: 

GDR documentary:

TV AND FILM:

For further information please contact the Sixth Form team
(P16@emmanuel.nottingham.sch.uk) who will be happy to forward your email

to the relevant department.

PODCASTS:
Russ ia Ser ies f rom the Histor ical  Associat ion

BBC podcast on 1917 revolut ion:
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04wkryb

GDR radio podcast:  https://radiogdr.com/

WIDER READING:

Read fictional literature on the life in the USSR:


