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ART 
What will be studied? 
This is a practical Art course giving students the opportunity to develop an 
appreciation of the visual world and to respond to it in a personal and creative way. 
Through looking at the work of artists and designers, the course develops student’s skills 
in 2D and 3D making, photography, and printmaking as well as providing an 
opportunity to exhibit, publicise and present artwork. Students will explore a range of 
artists and develop their skills, realising personal intentions. During the course students 
will have opportunity to: 

• Explore a range of materials and techniques. 
• Research and develop ideas from a range of artists, designers and cultures.  
• There will be opportunities on the course to visit galleries and exhibitions.  
• Learn how to review and reflect on your work to develop personal and unique 

ideas. 
• Plan and complete a final piece under exam conditions that realises your 

intentions. 

There will be timetabled studio and workshop periods but students will also be 
expected to work in the studio during your study periods. 

How will students be assessed? 
Students are assessed on 2 main components:  

The personal investigation (60%) comprises of a carefully edited and selected portfolio 
of artwork based on a student led theme that culminates in an outcome as well as a 
related study (1000-3000 words). For the externally set exam (40%) students will 
produce a body of work in response to an externally set theme. This will culminate in a 
15 hour timed piece. 

What next? 
Fine Art is particularly valuable in careers in product design, architecture, theatre/film 
set design, film making, textiles and fashion, illustration, graphic design, interior design, 
journalism, marketing, advertising, photography, web design, gallery 
curator/management and many more. In a fast-paced and visually stimulating world, 
employers are always keen to employ people with a creative outlook and skills. This A 
Level is a well-respected and rigorously assessed course, valued highly by universities 
(including those in the Russell Group). 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 

 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 5 or above in a creative subject e.g. Art, Textiles, Graphics, 
Creative Media 

Exam Board:  
OCR 

  

 



 

 

BIOLOGY 
What will be studied? 

This course is divided over two years into eight sections, each covering essential 
components of Human, Animal and Plant Biology. The course covers:  
• Biological molecules 
• Cells 
• Organisms exchange substances with their environment 
• Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 
• Energy transfers in and between organisms 
• Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments 
• Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 
• The control of gene expression 

 
Each topic relates to concepts covered at GCSE which are explored in greater depth 
throughout the A Level course. As student’s progress through the course they will see 
how the topics correspond with each other, illustrating a wider picture of Biology as a 
subject. Through laboratory work, students will develop the necessary practical skills to 
excel in the course. Teachers encourage students to look beyond the specification to 
see how biological understanding has shaped and changed the world we live in. 
 
How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Biology course is assessed through three written exams all lasting 2 hours in 
May/June of the second year. 

What next? 
The AQA Biology course is an excellent stepping stone for those who wish to progress 
onto degree level study at university or wish to secure a biological apprenticeship. 
Through the skills developed at A level students will have a firm understanding of 
biological concepts as well as techniques used in other areas of Biology such as 
Microbiology and Ecology. Studying Biology will also provide many transferable skills 
applicable to a wide range of careers and university courses. Students will become 
competent at analysis, evaluation, critiquing and forming solutions to problems. An A 
level in Biology could lead to a degree in a vast range of related subjects; such as 
Medicine, Physiology, Genetics, Pharmacy, Veterinary Medicine, Microbiology, 
Ecology, Food Technology, Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, Psychology, Nursing and 
Informatics. 

 

Faculty:  
Science 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 4 in English Language and a grade 5 in 
Maths. This course also requires a grade 6 in at least one Science GCSE. 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 



 

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 
What will be studied? 

The course is structured into 4 themes.  

Theme 1 - marketing and people: In this theme, students are introduced to the market, 
explore marketing and how businesses interact with customers and also investigate a 
variety of entrepreneurs and business start-ups. 

Theme 2 - managing business activities: In this theme, students explore the finance and 
operation functions, and investigate external influences on business. 

Theme 3 - is business decisions and strategy: Students develop their understanding of 
the core concepts and take a strategic view of business opportunities and issues. The 
analysis of corporate objectives and strategy against financial and non-financial 
performance measures and how businesses grow is studied, and an understanding of 
the impact of external influences is developed.  

Theme 4 - is global business: This is the study of businesses that trade on a global scale 
and an exploration of their reasons for doing so. Students develop an understanding of 
the globally competitive environment and consider the ethical and moral dimensions 
of global business activities. 
 
How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Business course is assessed through three written exams in May/June of the 
second year. 

What next? 
This course enables students to gain an insight into working in business, providing a solid 
foundation for further study at university or within an apprenticeship setting. With a 
focus on helping students to become good decision makers, they will learn essential 
management techniques, alongside techniques to help them become analytical 
problem solvers. These skills are all highly sought after and valued in a wide range of 
careers. If students have an interest in studying business, accountancy, marketing, 
human resources, management and economics at university, A level Business provides 
an excellent foundation. In addition, this qualification provides students with 
appropriate knowledge and skills to establish their own business by promoting a 
commercial and entrepreneurial spirit throughout the course. 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 5 in English Language and Maths. If 
you have previously studied Business, a Level 2 Merit or a grade 4 or above is 
required. 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel 

  

 



 

 

CHEMISTRY 

What will be studied? 
The course is divided into three sections, Physical, Inorganic and Organic chemistry. 
Each section begins with an overview, giving context to each topic and developing 
the understanding of key ideas learnt at GCSE. Practical skills will be developed 
throughout the course through integrated experiments within the curriculum. At least 
20% of the marks in assessments for Chemistry will require the use of mathematical skills, 
these will be applied in the context of chemistry and will be developed throughout 
your studies. Students will develop an essential knowledge and understanding of 
chemistry concepts and understand how these skills can be used in new and 
changing situations. There will be an opportunity to develop awareness of advances in 
information technology and instrumentation relevant to chemistry and to appreciate 
the contribution of chemistry to society. 
 

How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Chemistry course is assessed through three written exams all lasting two 
hours in May/June of the second year. 
 

What next? 
Chemistry students get to investigate what the world is made of and how everything 
interacts. Through the skills learnt at A Level students will have the potential to help 
solve a range of problems in the world. They could work on a cure for cancer or 
develop a diverse range of new technologies. Even if learners do not decide to study 
chemistry further or work in chemistry, they will have developed transferable skills for 
other careers. Students develop research, problem solving and analytical skills, 
alongside teamwork and communication. Universities and businesses regard all of 
these very highly. Studying Chemistry at A Level or degree level opens up plenty of 
career opportunities, such as: analytical chemist, chemical engineer, pharmacologist, 
doctor, science writer and so much more. 

 

Faculty:  
Science 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 4 in English Language and a grade 5 in 
Maths. This course also requires a grade 6 in at least one Science GCSE. 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 





 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
What will be studied? 

The two key areas of the course are ‘Computer Systems’ and ‘Algorithms and 
Programming’. These two units cover a range of topics from processors to search 
algorithms and from software development through to logic gates. The aim of this 
course is to enable students to develop: 

• An understanding and ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts 
of computer science, including: abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and 
data 
representation 

• The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through the writing of 
programs 

• The capacity to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 
• The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of computer science 
• The ability to articulate the individual (moral), social (ethical), legal and cultural 

opportunities and risks of digital technology. 

Throughout the course, students will engage with a number of programming 
languages and learn practical programming skills. 

How will students be assessed? 
A Level Computer Science is assessed through two written exams in May/June of the 
second year (worth 40% each) alongside a programming project which commences 
towards the end of the first year and is worth 20% of the final grade. 

What next? 
This qualification is suitable for students intending to pursue any career in which an 
understanding of technology is needed. It will provide students with a range of 
transferable skills which will facilitate personal growth and foster cross curriculum links in 
areas such as maths, science and design and technology. Computer Science is a very 
creative subject and skills such as problem solving and analytical thinking will all be 
refined and explored as students’ progress through the learning and assessment 
programme. With A Level Computer Science students can move into a range of 
Computer Science / IT related degrees at University 
or explore various work related opportunities. There are many future career possibilities 
for a Computer Scientist and some particular job roles include IT consultant, database 
administrator, games developer, software engineer, media programmer, network 
engineer, systems analyst, IT trainer and teacher. 

 
Faculty:  
EBACC  

 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 4 in English Language and a grade 6 in 
Maths. This course also requires a grade 6 in GCSE Computer Science. 

Exam Board:  
OCR 

  

 



 

 

DRAMA – PERFORMING ARTS  
What will be studied? 

The WJEC Eduqas A Level in Drama and Theatre is a highly practical specification, 
designed to promote a balance between both practical theatre making and the 
theoretical understanding of drama and theatre. The course provides learners with the 
opportunity to work as either performers and/or designers on three different 
performances. In Component 1 learners reinterpret a text to create a piece of theatre 
which is a combination of the selected text and 
original ideas. In Component 2 learners engage with a stimulus to create two pieces of 
theatre; one an interpretation of a text of their own choice and the other a devised 
piece. 
In Component 3, learners explore two complete performance texts and one extract 
from a third text. There is an exciting and diverse list of texts to choose from; centres 
must select one which was written before 1956 and one which was written after 1956. 

 
How will students be assessed?  
Component 1: Theatre Workshop. Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally 
moderated - 20% of qualification. 
 
Component 2: Text in Action. Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting 
examiner - 40% of qualification. 

Component 3: Text in Performance. Written examination: 2hours 30 minutes - 40% of 
qualification. 

 
What next? 
Studying A Level Drama allows for progression on to any Drama / Performing Arts 
College/Foundation course, including, Theatre Studies, Dramatic Arts and Specialist 
Performing Arts Schools such as RADA or the Central School of Speech & Drama, 
amongst many others. Performance is just one of many careers that can come from 
studying drama. With life skills such as leadership, teamwork, confidence, creativity, 
literacy, public speaking, 
and so much more gained from studying Drama, there are few limits to where studying 
this dynamic subject can lead. Some possibilities include: a researcher, lawyer, writer, 
teacher, manager, and the list goes on.  

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. Students will 
ideally have studied GCSE Drama or should have some evidenced experience 
in Drama. 

Exam Board:  
WJEC Eduqas 

  

 



 

 

ECONOMICS 

What will be studied? 

Economics is about choice and the impact of our choices on each other. It relates to 
every aspect of our lives, from the decisions we make as individuals or families to the 
structures created by governments and firms. The course is primarily split into two key 
components: 
1. Macroeconomics which studies relationships and connections between one country 
and another for example, how a slowdown in the Chinese or the US economy can 
affect UK businesses, or how a change in the exchange rate affects British firms 
exporting to countries around the world. 
2. Microeconomics is the study of the economic behaviour of individual units (a 
person, household and firm) rather than the whole. For example, how consumers 
respond to price increases within a particular market, or how a market reacts to 
change in VAT.  

Economics is a multi-disciplined subject. It is important to be curious about how the 
economy functions, how 
government policies impact on everyday life and how people make choices about 
meeting their wants and needs. The course involves the use of mathematical 
models/diagrams to explain how the economy works and so mathematical 
competence is important. Economics is also essay based, so critical skills similar to 
those used in English, History and Geography will be needed. 

 
How will students be assessed?  
The A Level Economics course is assessed through three written exams in May/June of 
the second year. 
 
What next? 
Economics is a strong academic subject and is an excellent qualification that can 
lead directly to the workplace or a range of courses in further or higher education. It is 
widely recognised by most prestigious universities in the country and it is not 
uncommon that students go on to study it at this level. Many economics graduates go 
on to work in law, accountancy, commercial banking and other professional service 
industries. The analytical and evaluation skills that you will have developed will be 
useful whatever path you choose in the future. 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 4 in English Language and a grade 5 in 
Maths. 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 



 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
What will be studied? 

The course is divided into two exams that give students the opportunity to study a 
breadth of language knowledge. Students will look at how children acquire words and 
the ability to use language, how the English language has developed and it how it 
continues to mutate and change along with how language diversifies across 
individuals and groups. The course is an exciting opportunity to engage in debate and 
evaluation about these areas and to use theoretical arguments to explore them. The 
majority of the course is essay based with some unseen extract analysis in Paper One. 
There is also a non-exam assessment which asks students to 
complete their own language investigation alongside a piece of original writing based 
on a style model. 

 
How will students be assessed? 
Paper 1 = 40% (assessed through a written exam in May/June of the second year) 
Paper 2 = 40% (assessed through a written exam in May/June of the second year) 
Non-exam assessment = 20% 
 
What next? 
Many students who study English Language at A Level continue their interest in this 
subject by choosing to study it at degree level, whether as part of a Single Honours 
English degree or as 
a modular part of a different degree course. English Language lends itself to a whole 
host of careers, including: journalism, media work, theatre work, social work, teaching, 
advertising and law. It is the perfect introduction in to writing academic essays and 
balancing a scientific approach to language with an exploratory exam response, 
which is important in many degree level courses. 
 

Faculty:  
English 

 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including grade 5 in both English Literature and English 
Language and a grade 4 in Maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA   

 



 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
What will be studied? 

The course is divided into two exams that give students the opportunity to study novels, 
plays and poetry. Each exam looks at a specific genre. The first paper is ‘Tragedy’ 
where students will study: Othello by William Shakespeare, Death of a Salesman by 
Arthur Miller and a collection of John Keats poetry. The second paper is ‘Crime’ where 
students will study:  
Brighton Rock by Graham Greene, Atonement by Ian McEwan and a collection of 
poetry by Crabbe, Browning and Wilde. There is also a non-exam assessment which 
asks students to 
look at Marxist and Feminist literary criticism. 

How will students be assessed? 
Paper 1 = 40% (assessed through a written exam in May/June of the second year) 
Paper 2 = 40% (assessed through a written exam in May/June of the second year) 
Non-exam assessment = 20% 
 
What next? 
Many students who study English Literature at A Level continue their interest in this 
subject by choosing to study it at degree level, whether as part of a Single Honours 
English degree or as 
a modular part of a different degree course. English Literature lends itself to a whole 
host of careers, including: journalism, media work, theatre work, social work, teaching, 
advertising 
and law. 

 

Faculty:  
English 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including grade 5 in both English Literature and English 
Language and a grade 4 in Maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 





 

 

FURTHER MATHS 
What will be studied? 

This qualification is broader and deeper than A Level Mathematics. This course is 
divided into two key areas: Core Pure and Applied. 

The Core Pure area not only builds on the algebra and calculus that is studied in A 
Level maths, but also introduces matrices and complex numbers that are fundamental 
concepts within mathematics, computing and engineering. This area is compulsory. 

The Applied area offers optional units that complement the students other A Level 
courses. For example we can choose a Further Pure unit and a Further Mechanics unit 
to complement the studies of students also studying Physics or we can pick a Decision 
unit for students that are studying computer science. 

 
How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Further Mathematics course is assessed through four written exams in 
May/June of the second year. 
Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics 1 (1 hour and 30 minutes, worth 25% of qualification)  
Paper 2: Core Pure Mathematics 2 (1 hour and 30 minutes, worth 25% of qualification) 

Paper 3: Further Mathematics Option 1 (1 hour and 30 minutes, worth 25% of 
qualification) 
Paper 4: Further Mathematics Option 2 (1 hour and 30 minutes, worth 25% of 
qualification) 

 
What next? 
This course is studied alongside A Level Mathematics and is ideal for students that 
enjoyed and excelled in GCSE Mathematics. It is becoming common for universities 
(especially Russell Group universities) to ask for Further Mathematics as a core 
requirement for not only a Mathematics degree but also for courses with significant 
mathematical content such as Engineering, Physics and Computer Science. Even if 
Further Mathematics is not required as a core requirement, it will make studying these 
courses more manageable. 

 

Faculty:  
Mathematics 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 4 in English Language and a grade 8 in 
Mathematics. You will also need to take A Level Mathematics to study this 
course. 

 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel 

  

 



 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
What will be studied? 

The course is divided into a wide range of topics that allow a breadth of study across 
Physical and Human Geography. These topics include Tectonics, Coasts, Energy & 
Water Security, Globalisation, Superpowers and Health & Human Rights. Alongside the 
acquisition of knowledge and the development of understanding, there is a focus on 
the development of skills including geographical, mathematical and statistical skills. 
There is a requirement for a minimum of four days fieldwork. During this time students 
will collect the data required for their independent investigation. 

 
How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Geography course is assessed through three written exams in May/June of 
the second year and one piece of coursework (NEA) which is an independent 
investigation on a topic directed by the student. 

 
What next? 
Geography is a broad subject covering both arts and science components, therefore 
providing a range of opportunities for future degree courses and career prospects. 

For example, Geography is an obvious choice for careers in sustainability and green 
issues, urban regeneration, energy supply, retail location, managing the effects of 
hazards and climate change. For careers in the world of business, an understanding of 
global economics forms an important part of geography. If students are thinking of a 
career in law, human rights, international relations or welfare, then geography gives 
learners the opportunity to consider relevant issues such as; how do we measure 
development? What are the consequences of migration on societies? If students are 
hoping to work towards a future course in Medicine or Veterinary Medicine then 
Geography is an excellent choice to give their A Level options the breadth that 
universities seek, as they will gain a clear understanding of how the environment 
affects health and survival of people, animals and ecosystems as well as enhancing 
their skills of writing essays and extended reports (RGS). 

 

Faculty:  
EBACC 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 5 or above in an essay based subject e.g. English Literature, 
RS, History. 

 

 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel 

 

 

 



 

 

HISTORY 
What will be studied? 

The course covers religious, social, political and economic change. It can be inspiring, 
alarming, heartening and disturbing. Above all else, it is a story of progress and 
civilisation and of catastrophe and inhumanity. Through archive footage, source 
interrogation, debate and discussion, students will develop communication skills in 
order to assess the significance of events, individuals, beliefs and movements from that 
particular time.  

The course is comprised of 4 units: 
1. Russia 1917-1991 
2. German Democratic Republic 1949-1990 
3. Tudor Rebellions 
4. Coursework 

 
How will students be assessed? 

The A Level History course is assessed through three written exams in May/June of the 
second year worth 80% of the final grade. An additional 3000 word coursework essay is 
worth the final 20% of the grade. 
 
What next? 
History is a discipline as well as a subject, because it helps students develop the skills to 
look beyond the headlines, to ask questions properly and to express their own 
opinions. For learners who enjoy discussion, group work, site visits and interactive 
learning then they will undoubtedly enjoy A level History. It complements many other 
subjects such as, English, Geography, Media, Psychology, Philosophy, Business and 
Economics. 

A Level History is excellent preparation for the further study of history and many other 
subjects at degree level. These skills are recognised and valued by employers, 
universities and 
colleges. A level History is an excellent foundation for a number of popular careers - 
Journalism, Law, Teaching, Civil Service, Police Force and Accountancy. Students who 
have studied history here at Emmanuel have successfully secured places at prestigious 
national and international universities. 

 

Faculty:  
EBACC 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 5 or above in an essay based subject e.g. English Literature, 
RS, History. 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel 

  

 



 

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
What will be studied? 

The languages A Level focusses on how Spanish/French speaking society has been 
shaped socially and culturally and how it continues to change. In the first year, aspects 
of the social context are studied, together with aspects of the artistic life of 
Spanish/French-speaking countries. In the second year further aspects of the social 
background are covered, this time focusing on matters associated with 
multiculturalism. Students also study aspects of the political landscape including the 
future of political life in the Hispanic/Francophone world by 
focusing on young people and their political engagement. Alongside the themes 
presented above, students have to analyse 2 literature/cinematographic works in the 
target language. The choice of works (literary texts and films) offer opportunities to link 
with the themes so that, for example, in Spanish, the play La Casa de Bernarda Alba 
could be linked to the sub-theme modern and traditional values while the film Volver 
could be connected to the sub-theme equal rights. In addition, students following this 
specification will have to develop research skills in Spanish/French, demonstrating the 
ability to initiate and conduct individual research on a subject of personal interest, 
relating to the country or countries where Spanish/French is spoken. 
 
How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Spanish/French course is assessed by three exams in May/June of the 
second year. Paper 1 comprises Listening Reading and Translation tasks; Paper 2 
focuses on Writing and is an essay-based exam centred around the two ‘works’ 
studied; and Paper 3 is a Speaking exam. 
 
What next? 
A language course of this depth and intensity opens many possible avenues. We live in 
a global economy and most companies have to look further and further afield to 
compete in todays’ market. Students may wish to study the language in further depth 
at university or combine it with other subjects such as Chemistry or Geography. Those 
looking to work in 
the travel/tourism industry will find that speaking a language is an essential part of their 
job. Students who wish to work in the sphere of law or take a high-powered job 
working for the European Union, for example, will find that speaking a European 
language is an essential criterion for employment. Having an A Level in Languages 
offers so much more than linguistic proficiency and can provide access to jobs such as 
translating/interpreting, teaching, accounting, sales and marketing, hospitality, 
science and research, media, journalism, tourism and leisure and many more! 

 

Faculty:  
EBACC 
 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 5 or above in Spanish or French. 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 



 

 

LAW 
What will be studied? 

A Level Law considers the nature of law and the legal issues of the English system, 
within the private and public sector. Our studies will culminate in the student’s ability to 
analyse a legal scenario by identifying the key facts from which legal issues arise.  

Student’s legal argument will be based on evidence from case-law and substantive 
law: definitions, legislation and Directives. Students will understand how to apply these 
rules in the area of Criminal, Tort and Contact Law. Such legal guidelines are then to 
be enforced alongside society’s moral values and what we understand ‘justice’ to 
mean. 
Can you use your critical awareness of the influence and operation of Law in society, 
to produce a persuasive argument? 

 
How will students be assessed? 
Students will sit 3 x 2 hour exam papers at the end of the second year. 
Each paper consists of a range of multiple-choice, simple response questions and 
extended writing questions, students will rely on evidence of the Law to come to an 
informed conclusion. 

Paper 1 – Criminal Law and the Nature of the English Legal System 
Paper 2 – Tort and the English Legal System 
Paper 3 – The Law of Contract 

 
What next? 
Studying an A Level in Law will immerse students in their Country’s Laws, experiencing 
the best and worst of those decisions. They will develop problem solving skills through 
the application of legal rules, together with an understanding of applying legal 
method and reasoning. This is an excellent skill base, preparing learners for the 
challenges of Degree Level study. Law can pave the way for further studies in Law, 
Finance, Politics, Education, Banking and many more. Students will be competent in 
using three key legal skills: applying, analysing and evaluating – they will be ready to 
reform, defend and produce the best of Law. 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
  

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 4 in Maths and a grade 5 in English 
Language. This course also requires a grade 5 or above in an essay based 
subject e.g. English Literature, RS, History. 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 



 

 

MATHS 

What will be studied? 

This course begins with revisiting and assessing vital algebra skills that are woven 
through the whole two year course and are essential to fully accessing the A 
Level course. These skills will be applied to new and exciting areas of Maths that 
will be new to students such as calculus and applied mathematics. 

Year 1 includes pure maths topics such as further trigonometry, calculus, 
vectors and logarithms that will run alongside two applied topics; mechanics 
and statistics. 

Year 2 builds on all of these topics and their application before introducing 
methods of proof, binomial theorem and radian measure. Collectively, these 
topics create a springboard to success in mathematical degree subjects. 

 

How will students be assessed? 

The A Level Maths course is assessed through three written exams in May/June 
of the second year: 
Paper 1 – Core Mathematics 1 (2 hours, worth 33.3% of qualification) 
Paper 2 – Core Mathematics 2 (2 hours, worth 33.3% of qualification) 
Paper 3 – Statistics and Mechanics (2 hours, worth 33.3% of qualification) 

 
What next? 
Mathematics is a subject that opens doors to many career pathways and 
Higher Education. It is vital for progression on to mathematical degrees such as 
engineering, sciences, computing, finance and economics and forms a great 
basis for careers in banking, medicine, life sciences, space and astronomy and 
the intelligence services. 

 

Faculty:  
Mathematics 
 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 4 in English Language and a 
grade 7 in Mathematics. You will also need to take A Level Mathematics 
to study this course. 

 

 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel   

 





 

 

MEDIA STUDIES 

What will be studied? 

The course is a combination of theory, research and practical application; requiring 
good written and communication skills. At A Level students will undertake critical 
analysis of a range of different media forms including television, advertising, print 
media and online media; applying a variety of theoretical approaches, along with an 
understanding of media language investigating how texts position audiences to 
respond in particular ways. Students will study a range of media forms – advertising 
and marketing, film, magazines, music video, newspapers, online media, radio, 
television and video games. The specification is based on the theoretical framework 
for analysing and creating media, which provides learners with the tools to develop a 
critical understanding and appreciation of the media. The framework consists of four 
inter-related areas: 

• media language 
• representation 
• media industries 
• audiences 

Students will develop a range of skills required for both analysing and creating media 
products. In the cross-media production learners will carry out a practical production, 
for example creating a music video and linked website or magazine article. 

 
How will students be assessed? 
Practical work is worth 30% of the final grade and there are two written examinations 
that will be sat in the May/June of the second year. 

 
What next? 
This course provides a perfect foundation for students who have an interest in 
pursuing higher education courses and/or careers in the media e.g. media 
production, film and television theory, cultural studies and multimedia. However, the 
versatility of this course in allowing students to discover and develop new aptitudes 
means that it is a useful prerequisite to a whole host of vocational and degree 
courses, as well as a range of careers. 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English and Maths. 

 

Exam Board:  
Eduqas (WJEC) 

  

 



 

 

MUSIC 

What will be studied? 

Component 1 - Appraising Music: 
Area of Study 1 - Western Classical tradition 1650-1910 (compulsory) 
Area of Study 2 - Pop Music (you will study two/three artists from a prescribed list) 
Area of Study 5 - Jazz (you will study two/three artists from a prescribed list) 
 
Component 2 - Performance: 
Students will prepare and record a solo and/or ensemble performance as an 
instrumentalist or vocalist that lasts a total of 10 minutes 
 
Component 3 – Composition: 
Students will compose one free composition and one composition to a brief. 
 
How will students be assessed? 
Students will be assessed through 3 components at the end of the second year. These 
include: 
Component 1 - Appraising Music (40%): 
This exam comprises OF listening and written questions using excerpts of music which 
focus on a range of areas of study 
Component 2 - Performance (35%): 
Students will record a 10 minute set and this will be submitted to the exam board to be 
given a final mark and grade. 
Component 3 - Composition (25%): 
Students compositions will be submitted to the exam board to be given a final mark 
and grade. 
 
What next? 
A Level Music is an established and well-respected academic A Level that provides a 
strong foundation for the further study of Music at university or Music College. It also 
compliments other subjects in the Arts and Humanities as well as opening doors into 
the Creative Industries. 
 
 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 5 or above in GCSE music or grade 5 Practical Music and a 
good understanding of music theory. 

 

 

Exam Board:  
Eduqas (WJEC)   

 



 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

What will be studied? 

The course is divided into a wide range of topics that will equip learners with both a 
depth and breadth of knowledge, understanding and skills relating to physiological 
factors, psychological factors, socio-cultural issues and practical aspects of physical 
education.  

Physiological topics: skeletal and muscular systems, cardiovascular and respiratory 
systems, energy for exercise, environmental effects on body systems, diet and nutrition, 
preparation and training methods in relation to improving physical fitness and 
performance, injury prevention and rehabilitation of injury and biomechanics.  

Psychological topics: skill acquisition (including how skills are classified, different 
practice methods, theories of how learning movement skills, stages of learning, forms 
of guidance and feedback and memory models).  

Sports Psychology topics: group and team dynamics in sport, individual differences in 
sport, goal setting, confidence and self-efficacy, leadership and stress management 
to optimise performance.  

Sociocultural issues topics: sport and society, the emergence and evolution of modern 
sport, global sporting events, contemporary issues in sport, ethics and deviance in 
sport, commercialisation and media, sport excellence in the UK and modern 
technology in sport. 

How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Physical Education course is assessed through three written exams in 
May/June of the second year.  

What next? 

This course will prepare learners for the further study of Physical Education or Sports 
Science courses as well as other related subject areas such as Psychology, Sociology 
and Biology. Learners will also develop the transferable skills that are in demand by 
further education, higher education and employers in all sectors of industry. Many 
graduates in Physical Education and Sports related courses go on to become 
physiotherapists, physical education teachers and/or sports coaches, exercise 
physiologists, fitness centre managers, personal trainers, sports administrators, sports 
development officers, sports therapists, nutritionists, performance analysts and sports 
psychologists.  

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires grade 5/5 or above in GCSE Combined Science or Triple Science and 
participation in at least one physical activity out of school at club standard. 

Exam Board:  
OCR 

  

 



 

 

PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS 
What will be studied? 

The subject is split into three equal topics: 

• Philosophy (including the ancient Greeks, body and soul, existence of God, evil, 
religious language) 

• Ethics (including ethical theories such as utilitarianism and Kantian ethics, 
applied to issues such as business, euthanasia and sexual ethics) 

• Development of Christian Thought (looking at how Christianity has developed 
and changed from the beginning with people such as Augustine, up to the 
present day, and how things like feminism and the secularisation of society 
have impacted religion) 

How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Philosophy, Ethics and Development of Christian Thought course is 
assessed through three written exams in May/June of the second year. 
 
What next? 
Philosophy, Ethics and the Development of Christian Thought is recognised by 
universities as an excellent qualification that can lead directly in to work or to a range 
of different courses in 
further and higher education. The ability for students to evaluate their own views and 
to construct their own persuasive thesis means that students can take their studies in a 
number of directions. 
With a Philosophy, Ethics and the Development of Christian Thought qualification 
student’s career options are vast, and many students often go into related careers 
within healthcare, politics, law, social work, education or in other people-focused 
roles. 

 

Faculty:  
EBACC 
 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 5 in English Language and a grade 4 in 
Maths. This course also requires a grade 5 or above in an essay based subject 
e.g. English Literature, History, or RS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:  
OCR 

  

 



 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
What will be studied? 

The Photography course takes a creative approach to the subject, enabling students 
to learn the technical skills needed to communicate their own ideas. Students explore 
a wide range of genres and study a diverse range of photographers in order to 
deepen their understanding of 
the subject.  

The course involves visits to galleries, exhibitions, architecture or some other stimulus 
relating directly to an assignment. It can be beneficial for students to have access to a 
DSLR (or bridge) camera of their own, or access to one outside of lessons. Students 
can expect to be taking photographs weekly. We are able to loan equipment for 
limited periods throughout the year. Students should have a strong interest in 
photography and visual communication, good graphical and visual communication 
skills and good oral and written abilities. Students IT skills should be advances and they 
should be confident with problem solving and planning their own learning.  

 
How will students be assessed? 
Students are assessed on 2 main components: 

The personal investigation (60%) comprises of a carefully edited and selected portfolio 
of photography work based on a student led theme culminating in an outcome as 
well as a related study (1000-3000 words). For the externally set exam (40%) students 
will produce a body of work in response to an externally set theme. This will culminate 
in a 15 hour timed piece. 

 
What next? 
Photography is particularly valuable for careers in the arts, design, fashion, print/web-
based journalism, merchandising, archaeology, forensics, conservation, pathology, 
advertising, marketing and many more. In a world where digital imagery, the internet 
and social 
media are integral vehicles in selling/promoting desirable products, lifestyles and 
communicating visual messages, employers are always keen to employ people with a 
creative outlook and skills. This A Level is a well-respected and rigorously assessed 
course, valued highly by universities (including those in the Russell Group).  

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 4 or above in a creative subject e.g. Art, Textiles, Graphics, 
Creative Media. 

Exam Board:  
OCR   

 



 

 

PHYSICS 
What will be studied? 

The A Level Physics course will inspire students and nurture their passion for the subject 
and lay the foundations for further study and the workplace. Across the two year 
course, a wide range of topics are studied. In year 12, students will study topics such as 
Waves, Electricity, Materials, Particle Physics, Quantum Phenomena, Mechanics and 
Astrophysics. 
 
In year 13, students build upon the content covered in the first year and study the 
topics of Gravitational Fields, Electric Fields, Magnetic Fields, Electromagnetic 
Induction, Further mechanics, Simple Harmonic Motion, Thermal Physics and Nuclear 
Physics. 
 
Practical skills are interwoven throughout the course with students receiving a practical 
endorsement alongside their A Level result. 
 
How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Physics course is assessed though 3 written exams in May/June of the 
second year. 
 
What next? 
A Level Physics can lead to many different university and career options. The 
transferrable skills learnt in a Physics A level mean that it is a subject that allows 
students to keep their options open if they are not sure what path they would like to 
take in the future. Physics is one of the subjects recommended by top universities. For 
most science and engineering courses both A Level Physics and Maths are required, 
however, studying a recommended subject such as Physics can give you an 
advantage when applying for a variety of different degree courses. 
 
Careers directly related to Physics include: Academic researcher, Astronomer, Clinical 
scientist – medical physics, Geophysicist, Higher education lecturer, Meteorologist, 
Nanotechnologist, Radiation protection practitioner, Research scientist (physical 
sciences), Secondary school teacher and Sound engineer. 

 

Faculty:  
Science 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 4 in English Language and a grade 5 in 
Maths. This course also requires a grade 6 in at least one Science GCSE. 

 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 



 

 

PRODUCT DESIGN 
What will be studied? 

Students will study areas such as materials and their applications, modern industrial 
and commercial practice, digital design and manufacture, and health and safety. 
Students will also complete a design and make project to a set brief looking into 
various areas including construction techniques, ergonomics and anthropometrics, 
and CAD and CAM. Product Design combines theory with practice. The course 
encourages students to explore CAD modelling, 
drawing and presentation techniques. It has an integral 3D element involving iterative 
model making and uses workshop machinery and 3D printing to produce physical 
outcomes. 

 
How will students be assessed? 
The A Level course consists of two written exam papers that will be sat in the May/ 
June of the second year, as well as a coursework project chosen by the student. 

 
These are weighted as follows: 
Paper 1 = 30% of A level 
Paper 2 = 20% of A Level 
Coursework project = 50% 

 
What next? 

Product Design offers a route into a variety of careers within the creative and 
engineering industries. Architecture, graphic/ product design, automotive design, 
game/software design, set design, engineering, and joinery are all examples of 
possible careers that can be pursued after the course. An A Level in Product Design is 
also looked upon favourably by employers in many other fields where creativity is 
valued. 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 5 or above in a creative subject e.g. Art, Textiles, Graphics, 
Creative Media. 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 



 

 

PSYCHOLOGY 
What will be studied? 

The course is divided into a wide range of topics, each covering key areas in 
Psychology. These topics include: Forensic Psychology, Memory, Social Influence, 
Schizophrenia, Bio-Psychology, Gender, Psychopathology, and many others. 
 
Knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skills and 
mathematical skills are also studied. These skills are developed through study of the 
specification content 
and through practical research activities, involving designing and conducting 
research and analysing and interpreting data. 
 
How will students be assessed? 
The A Level Psychology course is assessed through 3 written exams in May/June of the 
second year. 
 
What next? 
With Psychology now increasingly recognised by universities as a hard science 
(alongside Biology, Chemistry and Physics) it is an excellent qualification that can lead 
directly in to work or to a range of different courses in further and higher education. A 
Psychology degree is one of the most popular degrees in the UK. Psychology degrees 
attract those from both scientific and arts backgrounds. The mixture of applied 
sciences, philosophy and social sciences means that students can take their studies in 
a number of directions.  
Many Psychology graduates go on to become chartered Psychologists; specialising in 
clinical, educational, occupational, forensic, health or sports Psychology. With a 
Psychology qualification your career options are vast, and those who don’t become 
trained Psychologists often go into related Psychology careers within healthcare, 
mental health support, education or in other people-focused roles. The scientific and 
research elements of the course make human resources, advertising, marketing, retail 
management, academia and careers such as accountancy realistic goals. 
 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including a grade 5 in English Language and Maths and 
a 5/5 in Science.  

 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 



 

 

SOCIOLOGY 
What will be studied? 

The course is structured into 6 units. Research methods, Education with Methods in 
Context and Families and Households are studied in the first year of the course. Crime 
and Deviance, Beliefs in Society and Sociological Theory are studied in the second 
year of the course. 
 
Each of these units develops the skill of inquiry as students seek to understand how and 
why social inequality exists, and the role of the education system, the criminal justice 
system, families and religion in creating and overcoming this inequality. Students will 
use sociological research to 
develop their knowledge of society and the forces that shape it. 
 
The research methods used by sociologists to investigate key issues such as how and 
why childhood has changed over time, will be examined by students who will identify 
the strengths and limitations of a variety of methodologies for different research 
settings, participants and topics. 
 
How will students be assessed?  
The A Level Sociology course is assessed through three written exams in May/June of 
the second year. 
 
What next? 
The skills developed through studying Sociology means that it can lead to a very wide 
variety of degree and career paths, including law, politics, marketing, youth and social 
work, the probation service and nursing; with many nursing and social work related 
degrees requesting 
sociology as one of their preferred A levels. Sociology degrees attract students from 
both arts and humanities backgrounds and sociology can often be studied as a single 
subject or as part of combined honours degrees with subjects such as English, History, 
Criminology, Human 
Geography, Social Policy and Psychology meaning that the possibilities are endless! 
 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including grade 5 in English Language and grade 4 in 
Maths. This course also requires a grade 5 or above in an essay based subject 
e.g. English Literature, History, or RS. 

 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA   

 



 

 

TEXTILES 
What will be studied? 

The A Level Textiles course has been designed to be dynamic and exciting. It will 
appeal to students who are interested in fashion, textiles, costume and interiors. This 
course enables students to develop their creativity in textiles and fashion, allowing 
them to experiment with many different processes such as freehand machine 
embroidery and printing, whilst building a portfolio of work that will enable them to 
focus on an area of personal interest. Students will be encouraged to work 
independently which will enable them to develop their skills as a designer. 
 
How will students be assessed? 
Component 1: (Worth 60% of your final grade) 
Students will select a theme and create work based on the style of their chosen artists. 
Through investigation, exploration and manipulation of fibres they will create their own 
body of work. Written communication is an important aspect of this unit. Written 
material should be no less than 1000 and no more than 3000 words. 
Component 2: (Worth 40% of your final grade) 
Practical exam externally set by AQA including a 15 hour supervised controlled piece. 
This involves working from a chosen theme to develop a body of research, 
experimental 
developments, pieces of work and outcomes. These should demonstrate students’ 
media experiments and the influence different artists had on their work. The controlled 
assessment involves preparation and a final piece. Students will have a 15 hour 
supervised period in which they will be expected to fully realise their ideas. 
 
What next? 
The course helps students to prepare for the next step in their creative career. Many 
students go directly on to degree courses at university to study Textiles and other visual 
art disciplines such as decorative arts, knitwear design, fashion, fashion management, 
costume and set design, visual merchandising, interior design, stylist roles and many 
more. In a world where trends, fashion and design are central to an organisation’s 
image and brand, employers are always keen to employ people with a creative 
outlook and skills. 
 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 4 or above in a creative subject e.g. Art, Textiles, Graphics, 
Creative Media. 

Exam Board:  
AQA   

 





APPLIED SCIENCE
What will be studied? 
The BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Applied Science is equivalent to 1 A level. 
Over the two years, students will study three core units and one specialised unit to 
include aspects of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

These include: 
• Principles and Applications of Science
• Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
• Science Investigation Skills
• Genetics and genetic engineering

There is a significant aspect of practical work to the course, developing skills gained at 
GCSE. 

How will students be assessed? 
In the first year, students will complete 3 written exams (each 40 minutes long) and four 
pieces of written and practical coursework. In the second year, students will complete 
an examined unit and 4 further pieces of coursework. For each piece of assessed 
work, students will be awarded a pass, merit or distinction grade and these grades are 
cumulative, resulting in a final grade at the end of the course. 

What next? 
This course is for students who are interested in following a career in science. 
Opportunities for further study exist in the form of a full time degree in a related subject 
or an apprenticeship. Students have gone on to study a wide range of subjects from 
Architecture to Physiotherapy, as the skills gained during the course are valued by 
universities. In combination with other subjects, students have gained university places 
to study: Biomedical Science, Criminology, Mechanical Engineering, Nursing, 
Pharmacy, Politics and Psychology. 

Faculty: 
Science 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. This course also 
requires a grade 4/4 or above in GCSE Combined Science or Triple Science. 

Exam Board: 
AQA 



BUSINESS STUDIES

What will be studied? 

If you prefer to learn in way that’s practical and work-related then the Cambridge 

Technical is an ideal choice and lead to progression opportunities in; Employment, 

Further Education and Higher Education. 

The Extended Certificate consists of 5 units over 2 years and is the equivalent to 1 A 

Level. Over the 5 units you will develop core specialist knowledge, skills and 

understanding required in the business sector. 

How will students be assessed? 

3 of the units are mandatory (Units 1, 2 and 4) and the remaining 2 will be chosen by 

the course leader.  

The 3 mandatory units are; 

Unit 1 – The business environment (2 hour externally assessed exam) 

Unit 2 – Working in business (1 hour 30 minutes externally assessed exam) 

Unit 4 – Customers and communication (Internally assessed and externally moderated) 

The 2 optional units are practical in nature and consist of applying students’ 

knowledge and skills to real life Business scenarios. 

What next? 

This course introduces students to what they need to know about working in business, 

providing a solid foundation for further study at university or within an apprenticeship 

setting. With a focus on helping students to become good decision makers, they will 

learn essential management techniques, alongside techniques to help them become 

analytical problem solvers. These skills are all highly sought after and valued in a wide 

range of careers. If students have an interest in studying business, accountancy, 

marketing, human resources, management and economics at university or in an 

apprenticeship setting this course provides an excellent foundation. In addition, this 

qualification provides students with appropriate knowledge and skills to establish their 

own business by promoting a commercial and entrepreneurial spirit throughout the 

course. 

Faculty:  

Creative and Social 

Entry Criteria:  

5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. If you have 

previously studied Business, a Level 2 Pass or a grade 4 or above is required. 

Exam Board: 

OCR 



 

 

IT 

What will be studied? 
This is a two-year vocational course that will provide practical, work related 
information within areas of the IT industry – from both a technical and user point of 
view. It is equivalent to 1 A Level. The course consists of 3 mandatory units and 2 other 
units that fit into the ‘Emerging Digital Technology Practitioner’ specialist pathway. 
 
The five units studied are: 
• Fundamentals of IT - including computers hardware/ software, business IT systems, 

employability skills. 
• Global Information - including where information is held globally and how it is 

transmitted. 
• Virtual and Augmented Reality - including designing and creating an augmented 

reality resource 
• Product Development - covering various development methodologies and 

following one of them. 
• Social Media and Digital Marketing - including how social media is used and 

designing a campaign. 
 
How will students be assessed? 
This course is assessed through a mixture of written exams and coursework projects. 
The first two units are assessed by written exams taken during the first year of study 
(January and May/ June). The remaining units are internally assessed through 
coursework projects and externally moderated by the exam board during the 
second year of study. 
 
What next? 
This qualification is suitable for students intending to pursue any career in which an 
understanding of technology and its use in business is needed. The course will provide 
students with the skills, knowledge and understanding to progress onto an 
IT/Computer Science/Business related university course or into employment - directly 
or through an apprenticeship (in areas such as IT Users, Software, IT Technical Support, 
Cyber Security, Digital Marketing etc.) 
 

Faculty:  
Science 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and Maths. A grade 4/Level 2 
Pass or above in IT or GCSE Computer Science is preferred but not essential. 

 

 

Exam Board:  
AQA 

  

 



 

 

SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

What will be studied? 

Students will be introduced to careers in sports and understand how to build a career 
in sport, within one of its occupational areas. Students will experience a more 
practical, real-world approach to learning and cover topics such as: 

• Body Systems and sport and exercise psychology 
• Development and organisation within sport, such as working safely in the health 

and leisure sectors 
• Performance analysis, health and fitness testing and sports injuries 
• Organisation of sporting events 
• How coaching and leadership play a role in sport 

 
How will students be assessed? 

A wide range of centre assessed units with practical and wider project-based 
assessment opportunities, as well as examined units on the body systems and the long 
and short term impacts of sport and physical activity; how sport is organised and the 
purpose of sports development; health and safety requirements in sport and physical 
activity; the purpose of, and how to conduct research in sport and physical activity; 
and how businesses in sport are organised and what success looks like to them. 
Qualifications at levels 3 have a mixture of internal and external assessments and 
centres are allocated a visiting moderator. 
 
What next? 

This course will prepare learners for the further study of Physical Education or Sports 
Science courses as well as other related subject areas such as psychology, sociology 
and biology. This course also allows students to follow specialist pathways in coaching, 
leadership and physical education, fitness instructing, personal training, and sports 
management, development and leisure. 
 
 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and maths. This course 
requires a grade 5 in GCSE PE or a Level 2 pass in BTEC Sport. Students must 
have a keen interest in sport and participate regularly.  

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:  
OCR 

  

 



 

 

DIGITAL MUSIC (PERFORMANCE) 

What will be studied? 

Students will cover the following three core units: 
• Practical Music Theory and Harmony 
• Professional Practice in the Music Industry 
• Ensemble Music Performance 
Students will have one optional unit out of the following choices: 
• Music Performance Session Styles 
• Solo Performance 
• Improvising Music 
 
How will students be assessed? 
Students will be assessed by completing coursework unit.  Your coursework will be a 
mixture of written diaries of your rehearsals, recordings and reviews of your 
performances.  
This course involves a large amount of practical/vocational coursework and 
encourages students to explore a wide range of vocational skills.  You will have the 
opportunity to; 
• Acquire ensemble skills and performance skills 
• Gain a practical and theoretical understanding of musical harmony 
• Promote yourself as an artist 
• Utilise music software 

 
What next? 
This course will prepare students for a diverse range of careers or further education 
including: Degree Level Music at Music College or University, Music Therapy, Session 
Musician, Performing Artist, Musical Director, Musical editor and Composer.  

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and maths. Ability to play at 
least one instrumental (including voice). 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:  
Pearson 

  

 



 

 

DIGITAL MUSIC (PRODUCTION) 

What will be studied? 

Students will cover the following two core units: 

• Music and Sounds for Media 
• DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) Production 
Students will select three optional units out of the following choices: 
• Creative Synthesis and Sampling 
• Remixing and Reworking 
• Mixing and Mastering Techniques 
• Commercial Music Production 

 
How will students be assessed? 
Students will be assessed for each of the 5 units they complete.  One unit 6 DAW 
Production is a unit set and marked by the exam board.  
This course involves a large amount of practical/vocational coursework and 
encourages students to explore a wide range of vocational skills.  You will have the 
opportunity to; 
• Record live instruments 
• Edit and manipulate digital audio 
• Use software to program MIDI 
• Remix tracks and master mixes 
• Compose original music with technology for Film and TV 
• Learn how to create new sounds using Synthesisers and Samplers. 

 
What next? 
This course will prepare students for a diverse range of careers or further education 
including: Sound Engineer, Marketing, Recording Engineer, Booking Agent, Promotor, 
Sound Designer, Producer, Technician, and composer for Games, Films and TV. 
 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board:  
Pearson 

  

 



 

 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

What will be studied? 
Health and social care practitioners need to develop a knowledge base for working 
with people in every stage of their lives, and they need to know how their own 
experiences relate to health and wellbeing. Although it is generally accepted that 
there may be deterioration in health with age following adulthood, medical 
intervention means people are living longer and have better life prospects. This course 
will develop your knowledge and understanding of: 

• Patterns of human growth and development and the experience of health & 
wellbeing 

• Factors that influence human growth, development and health 
• Interaction between physical and psychological factors of the ageing process 

You will then explore the roles and responsibilities of people who work in the Health 
and social care sector. For example: Doctors, nurses, midwives, healthcare assistants, 
social workers, occupational therapists, youth workers, care assistants and support 
workers. The remaining 4 optional units, cover a wide spectrum within the health and 
social care industry; Sociological perspectives and how these effect development, 
psychological perspectives and how these effect development, supporting 
individuals with additional needs, and how to support and care for  people with 
physiological disorders.  

 
How will students be assessed? 
Unit 1: There will be 1 x 90 minute written exam, which includes multiple choice, short, 
and long answer questions. There are two opportunities to sit this exam. 
Unit 2: There will be 1 x 90 minute written exam. You will be provided with short 
scenarios explaining the requirements of a person with different health and social care 
needs. This exam includes 2, 4, 6 and 8 mark questions. There are two opportunities to 
sit this exam. 
Optional units: 10, 11, 12 & 14: These units are chosen by the student and are 
completed as coursework in a format determined by the student.  
 
What next? 
This course introduces students to the health and social care industry.  It provides them 
with a sound knowledge and understanding to pursue a successful career in this 
sector. Students are encouraged to develop skills such as communication, 
independence, discussion, leadership and teamwork, all of which will be very 
beneficial in their future careers. As this is the equivalent of an A-level it can be used 
for UCAS points to help pupils progress onto higher education.  
 
 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and maths. 

 

Exam Board:  
Pearson 

  

 



 

 

PERFORMING ARTS 

What will be studied? 

This qualification offers an engaging programme to support learners who want to 
pursue a career in acting. It can prepare learners for a range of Apprenticeships in 
performance-related areas and when taken alongside further Level 3 qualifications, 
it supports access to a range of higher education courses in the performing arts 
sector. Learners investigate the work of performing arts practitioners and develop 
critical analysis skills and as well as a contextual understanding of how practitioners 
communicate themes in their work. 

How will students be assessed?  

Five units, of which two are mandatory and one is external. Mandatory content 
(50%). External assessment (33%). 

Unit 1: Group performance workshop- Pupils will be required to work together as a 
group to create a performance that links to a set brief and also demonstrates an 
understanding of style and practice.  

Unit 2: Developing Skills and Techniques for Performance: learners explore technical 
performance skills with a focus on developing skills and techniques in at least two 
performance styles. Pupils will explore a range of different styles of theatre such as; 
Documentary theatre, verbatim theatre, theatre in education, theatre of cruelty, 
naturalism and Epic Theatre.  

Optional units:  Students can then choose three units from the following that they are 
most interested in: 

Theatre directing, Screen acting, Interpreting Classical Text for Performance, Acting 
Styles, Developing the Voice for Performance, Improvisation, Movement in 
Performance, physical theatre techniques and storytelling.  

What’s next? 

This course introduces students to what they need to learn about the performing arts 
industry.  It provides them with a sound knowledge and understanding to pursue a 
successful career in this industry. This course effectively prepares students for a 
career in acting or further study in Drama and Performing Arts. Students are 
encouraged to develop skills such as communication, independence, discussion, 
leadership and teamwork, all of which will be very beneficial in their future careers. 

 

Faculty:  
Creative and Social 
 
 

Entry Criteria:  
5 x grade 4 or above including English Language and maths. 

Exam Board:  
Pearson   

 





 

 

MATHEMATICAL STUDIES (CORE MATHS) 

What will be studied? 

Core maths is an exciting level 3 qualification, perfect for students who performed 
well in GCSE Mathematics, but decide not to take A Level Mathematics. It is a course 
that develops skills highly valued by employers through a mathematical lens.  

This course focuses on using and applying Maths such as percentage change, 
interpreting graphs, financial maths correlation to further develop key skills needed in 
many other A levels and industry careers.  
Some of these skills developed are: 
• Interpreting solutions in context  
• Understanding sources of error and bias 
• Working with data 
• Understanding variation in statistics  
• Understanding risk and probability 
 
How will students be assessed? 
The Core maths course will be taught in one year and be assessed through 2 papers 
at the end of that year. 
Paper 1 – Core content (60 marks, 1 hour and 30 minute lesson worth 50% of final 
grade) 
Paper 2 – Optional based on core maths cohort (60 marks, 1 hours and 30 minutes, 
worth 50% of final grade) 
 
What’s next? 
Core Maths is particularly helpful in developing a student’s quantitative and problem 
solving skills as it has been specifically designed in collaboration with employers, 
universities and professional bodies to increase the employability of the student or 
apprentice. 
Core Maths teaches students a range of skills that are sought after by employers 
such as critical analysis, communication and interpreting data. This makes Core 
Maths an excellent additional L3 (equivalent to an AS level) qualification to take for 
anyone who is looking to gain a career in an industry that heavily uses these skills or 
to boost their CV, skill set or personal statement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LEVEL 2 BOOSTER PROGRAMME 

The Level 2 Programme is aimed at students who do not meet the entry criteria to 
progress directly onto our Level 3 (A-level) programme, or feel they would benefit 
from an additional year of Level 2 (GCSE) study.  
 
To enrol onto our Level 2 programme, students must have achieved a minimum of 5 
GCSES at grades 9-2, including a grade 3 in English Language and Maths.  
 
On the Level 2 Programme, students will study: 

• GCSE Maths resit (if required) 
• GCSE English Language resit (if required) 
• Level 2 Cambridge Technical Diploma in IT 
• BTEC Hospitality or BTEC Business Studies. 

 
The Level 2 programme lasts for one academic year, and students are subsequently 
welcome to apply for our Level 3 (A-level) pathway providing they are predicted to 
meet the entry criteria.  
 
Alongside their academic studies, students on the Level 2 Programme have the 
opportunity to partake in: 

• A school trip to Nottingham College, where students can explore the newly 
built city campus and discover the different course options on offer 

• A 1:1 careers appointment with a qualified careers advisor 
• A free, five week Words for Work programme focusing on developing 

employability and literacy skills. 
• Apprenticeship and ‘Careers in…’ workshops 
• An employer meet and greet and Q+A with Browne Jacobsen 

 
All Level 2 students are placed in a Year 12 tutor group, so will also partake in the 
NES Sixth Form tutor programme and drop down days. 
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